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For more than 50 years, the Lincoln Electric Rally of the Tall Pines 
in Bancroft, ON has been known as one of the toughest single-day 

events in the sport. The 2022 edition lived up to expectations. Under 
clear skies and unseasonably warm temperatures, 23 teams lined 
up to tackle sixteen stages featuring a mix of hard-packed gravel, 
snow and ice.

From the start, Test Racing’s Jerome Mailloux and Philippe Poirier 
were the favourites to win the event. They were looking for redemp-
tion after their 2021 championship run was derailed by these 
stages. Despite a focus on endurance over outright speed, they set 
the pace early in their wide-body Subaru WRX STI, building a lead of 
over a minute by the afternoon service. But a repeat of the gearbox 
issues from the previous event left Mailloux working with only fifth 

File Name

Producer Trim Size Material Due Insertion Dates

Account Safety Area

Creative Visual Opening Upload Info

Studio Bleed Size

Proof Size Ink Limit
Confirmation 

Emails
Resolution Pub/Usage

Colours ModifiedSUB000704-5_WRX_RPM_InsideTrack_Banner_E.indd  Cyan,  Magenta,  Yellow,  Black

Ian/Laura 7.25" x 1.25" Jun 27

PDF-x1a & Low res JPG
ftp.insidetracknews.com
ads@insidetracknews.com
1q2w3e4r

August Issue

david@insidetrackpublications.com
spimentel@subaru.ca 
Ian, Laura, Robin & Maura

Robin/Maura None

Jacob/Sam 7.25" x 1.25"

Jeannette None

None None

300dpi Inside Track

7-8-2022 5:55 PM

Warning: Proofs are delivered on the condition that they are carefully inspected before going any further in the production cycle. Zulubot’s responsibility 
is limited to making corrections and/or replacing defective files. This file may not be reduced, enlarged, or changed in any manner without obtaining 
written approval from Zulubot.

RPM  
MEET BPM

S:7.25"

S:1.25"

T:7.25"

T:1.25"

B:7.25"

B:1.25"

JEROME MAILLOUX AND PHILIPPE POIRIER WIN RALLY OF THE TALL PINES AND OVERALL TITLE

https://www.subaru.ca/WebPage.aspx?WebSiteID=282


InsideTrackNews.com 11

gear for the remainder of the event. In the face of this adversity, the 
lead Test Racing driver showed his true talents, defending his pos-
ition and increasing his overall lead by the end of the rally. Mailloux 
and Poirier took home the win and maximum championship points.

Another team looking for redemption, this time following a 
rally-ending gearbox failure at Rallye de Charlevoix, Alexandre Mo-
reau and Ian Guité hit the stages determined to make it to the finish 
of the event.  A battle quickly developed between Moreau, Martel, 
Drake, and Besner, the four drivers separated by just over twelve 
seconds after the first loop of stages. But as the day wore on and fa-
tigue set in, Moreau managed fewer mistakes than his competitors, 
moving his Subaru up to second overall.  Despite a hard push from 
Martel in the final loop of stages, Moreau and Guité prevailed, taking 
a well-earned second place.

Olivier Martel was back with usual co-driver Vincent Hubert for 
the Rally of the Tall Pines, and they made it their mission to not only 
finish this tough rally, but to better their fourth-place result from 
2021. It was clear from the start that they were firmly in the hunt 
for the overall podium. Electrical problems prevented them from 
hitting maximum pace through the mid-day stages, but when the sun 
went down, Martel went to work. The team hustled their green BMR 
Subaru to the fastest times on the final three stages of the rally, 
accomplishing their mission by earning third place overall.

The Production All-Wheel-Drive class saw an intense battle be-
tween Trevor Pougnet and Matthew Ballinger, with the two Subaru 
WRX’s trading stage times back-and-forth throughout the entire 
event and posting several top-three overall stage finishes. After 
nearly two hours of competitive stages, Pougnet and co-driver, Ryan 
Rouleau, emerged the class victors by just 1.4 seconds.

In the Two-Wheel-Drive class, there was a clear star at the Lincoln 
Electric Rally of the Tall Pines, and that was the team of Kurtis Duddy 
and Matthieu Toupin. Fresh off the class win at the attrition-filled 
Rallye de Charlevoix, they applied the same long-game strategy to the 
stages in Bancroft. Despite maintaining a conservative pace, they 
won every stage, taking the win by nearly eight minutes over Charles 
Hammer and Guillaume Dozois.  Crawford New and Zvonimir Bracika 
rounded out the Two-Wheel-Drive podium.

BIG WHITE WINTER RALLY
The season finale of the 2022 Canadian Rally Championship saw 

dramatic action in ideal winter conditions at the Big White Winter 
Rally. High snowbanks and fresh snow greeted competitors for the 
one-day event on the roads around Big White Ski Resort near Ke-
lowna, BC. The event featured a morning loop of stages, followed by 
night-time action on one of the longest stages in the Canadian cham-
pionship, featuring 36 kilometres flat out through tight snowbanks 
and hairpin turns.

Matt Dickinson, and co-driver Chris Kremer, were first on the road 
in their Subaru WRX STI. This was the American driver’s first time 
rallying on snow, with the intent to gain experience for the US season 
opener in February. Showing consistency and impressive speed right 
out of the gate, Dickinson took an early lead after the first loop of 
four stages and never looked back. By the end of the rally, the team 
won overall by a margin of nearly four minutes.

Relative newcomers to the sport, Ian Fry and Wesley Haas, held a 
solid grasp on second place throughout the event, until it all unravelled 
in the deep forest Gem-Falcon stage. Stranding their Subaru Legacy in 
a snowbank, the team lost minutes and tumbled off the podium.

This promoted experienced West Coast rally competitors, Ken 
Wawryk and Daniel Norkus up to second overall after driving a smart 

Jerome Mailloux and Philippe Poirier, the 2022 overall Can-
adian Rally Championship winners, put on a masterclass 

performance at the Rally of the Tall Pines. Photos by Rob Sztuka

rally to equal their best result. Despite his rally experience, it was 
Wawryk’s first time competing at Big White, and he successfully 
fended off several attacks by Roger Sieber through the midday stages.

Building up their speed throughout the morning, Sieber and 
co-driver, Garrett Mealing, stepped up their charge midday, knowing 
that any attrition ahead could put them in prime position to capital-
ize. When Fry went off, their consistency paid off to claim their first 
National podium.

In the Two-Wheel-Drive class, the anticipated battle between 
2022 Class Champion Nick Wood and Dave Clark fizzled out on 
Stage 2 when Wood suffered power steering failure and his car was 
sucked into a snowbank. With a clear lead in the class early on, Dave 
Clark had to keep a calm head and keep his rear-wheel-drive BMW 
between the snowbanks. After claiming podium spots before at this 
event, Clark and rookie co-driver, Lisa Long climbed onto the top step 
of the podium for the first time. Behind them, a last stage drama 
saw Garth Ankeny spin and lose time, dropping them from second in 
class to third behind Matt and Dan Bobyn.

The Big White Winter Rally was the final round of the 2022 
Canadian Rally Championship and offered double points, but no one 
could use that bonus to unseat Jerome Mailloux and Philippe Poirier, 
the 2022 overall Canadian Rally Championship winners, while Nick 
Wood claimed the 2WD Driver title. The eight-round 2023 Canadian 
Rally Championship kicks off again at Rallye Perce-Neige on February 
4 in Maniwaki, QC. IT

(Above) Jerome Mailloux and Philippe Poirier (middle) celebrate 
their victory at the 2022 Lincoln Electric Rally of the Tall Pines. 
Photos by Rob Sztuka


